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 El Niño 
BOLIVIA 

More than 1.4 million head of cattle are at risk due to drought. The 

Government has allocated about US$2.5 million (18 million bolivianos) to aid 

the chances of survival of these animals. Contrasting weather patterns are 

affecting the country considerably, with excessive rainfall in some regions 

and drought in others - both causing economic losses to farmers. About 

22,541 families (about 112,705 people) are affected by cold wave, strong 

winds, rains and floods, drought and hailstorms – 57 percent of whom are 

affected by drought (64,510 people). 
Source: Ministry of Rural and Land Development via El Diario Noticias. 

 

 
BOLIVIA: Authorities have allocated US$2.5 million so mitigate the impact of drought in agriculture due to El Niño. 

These funds will help farmers safeguard their cattle.  Photo: El Diario Económia. 

 

BRAZIL 

Officials report that about 224,700 people are affected after weeks of heavy 

rains hit southwest Brazil, near the border with Paraguay. Worst hit by the 

rains is the state of Parana, where 157.409 people in 59 municipalities are 

affected as of 9 January. 
 

 

 

Highlights 
 DROUGHT: 1.4 million head of cattle are 

at risk in Bolivia. The government has 
allocated $2.5 million to address the 
situation. 
 

 RAINFALL AND FLOODING: Brazilian 
authorities report more than 224.700 
people affected by floods (attributed to 
El Niño) since January. 
 

 ZIKA: WHO issued a warning about the 
spread of Zika almost all of America. 
Pregnant women should take precaution 
for Zika due to its possible link with the 
birth of children with microcephaly. 
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Early Warning 

    
Seleccionar un icono para entrar en el sitio especializado de 

seguimiento a las emergencias, por su clasificación. 

 

http://iridl.ldeo.columbia.edu/maproom/IFRC/FIC/
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1239&Itemid=2291&lang=es
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
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This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office 
through disaster monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the Sources 
indicated. Activities carried out in affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with Sources for further information. For 

input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to ocha-rolac@un.org 

 

 

El Niño (Cont…) 

BRAZIL 

Thirty-four municipalities in the state of Mato 

Grosso do Sul, which borders Paraguay and Bolivia, 

are under alert, with some 67,300 people affected. 

Forecasts from the International Center for Research 

on El Niño (CIIFEN for its acronym in Spanish) expect 

rainfall averages to remain above normal until late 

January in southern Brazil, northern Argentina, 

Paraguay and Uruguay. 
Source: Civil Defense in Brazil via Última Hora - PY 

 

Zika Epidemics 
The World Health Organization (WHO) issued a 

warning for the spread of the Zika virus, which is 

transmitted by mosquitoes and suspected to have 

caused brain damage to babies in Brazil. At least 20 

countries in the Americas have reported cases of 

Zika. WHO urges women who plan to visit endemic 

areas to consult their doctor before traveling and 

again upon their return. To date, Brazil has reported 

3,893 suspected cases of microcephaly – which is 30 

times more than in previous years. The Zika virus has 

been present in areas of Africa, Southeast Asia and 

the Pacific islands. 
Source: World Health Organization via El Economista. 

 

Migrants 

COSTA RICA 

Central American and Mexican Immigration 

authorities Mexico agreed to continue with the plan 

for some 7,600 Cuban migrants stranded in Costa 

Rica can continue their journey to the United States. 

The success of the pilot trip, on January 12, has 

permitted the plan to enter a second stage in which 

two weekly flights will be organized. Under the 

agreement, Cuban migrants will use the same route 

used by the first 180 Cubans – leaving Costa Rica to 

El Salvador by air and continuing by land to the 

Guatemalan and Mexican borders. The next flight is 

scheduled for 4 February. The Government of Costa 

Rica is seeking to raise $ 1 million (about ¢ 540 million 

colones) to fund six-months of shelter costs. Another 

group of 2,000 Cubans are stranded in Panama. 
Source: AFP & Government of Costa Rica. 

 

EL SALVADOR 

The Salvadoran government will receive about US $ 

65 million from the US Government to counter the 

migration of Central American children and 

adolescents. The decision came through US 

Congress support for Partnership for Prosperity Plan 

for the North Triangle. The US also allocated $ 98 

million for Honduras and $ 112 million to Guatemala. 

The initiative was created in 2014 with the 

emergency arising from the increase in children and 

adolescents migrating to the United States. 
Source: La Prensa Gráfica. 
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